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Reading Area Community College 

Sustainability Report 2023-24 

 

RACC’s Sustainability Mission: To promote socially-, environmentally-, and economically-
just sustainability through curriculum, culture, and community at RACC. 

Goal Progress Report for 2023-24 

I. Host another, bigger Environmental Awareness Week, creating more events, more online 
participation, and opening the events up to the public.    

A. See #5 (below) for description of Environmental Awareness Week.  
II. Host/facilitate at least two panel discussions:  

A. See #5 (below) for description of “Don’t Trash It” panel discussion as well 
as Alpek Polyster’s presentation and discussion at Environmental 
Awareness Week.  

III. Host/facilitate more speakers (with animal ambassadors) to talk about sustainability 
inside and outside Berks County.  

A. See #5 (below) for a description of EAW speakers. Though we did not 
have animal ambassadors this year, we had many engaging speakers.  

IV. Host/facilitate a sustainability film and discussion:  
A. Yocum Library hosted “Trash Trail” film and discussion as part of 

Environmental Awareness Week. They made this available online to 
engage students who may not come to campus.   

V. Grow our online presence, offering more online/virtual opportunities for student 
engagement in sustainability.  

A. The Yocum Library posted all Sustainability events, meetings, and 
materials on the portal.   

B. The Yocum Library hosted an online film showing and discussion.  
C. As part of EAW, CAH hosted an online sustainability poetry contest. We 

had limited participation and published the winning poem on the portal.  
VI. Evaluate solid waste removal on campus to determine two specific ways to decrease 

waste and/or increase legitimate recycling or repurposing methods.   
A. Included in this report (see #1, below, in “This Year’s Sustainability 

Initiatives”) is our recycling report for the year.  
B. We plan to focus more on ways to decrease solid waste and improve our 

general recycling procedure across campus.  
VII. Evaluate energy use (and conservation) on campus to determine two ways to improve 

energy efficiency.  
A. No progress made on this. Tabled for next academic year.  

VIII. Define and describe a method of development a climate resiliency plan for 
RACC.   

A. No progress made on this. Tabled for next academic year.  
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This Year’s Sustainability Initiatives:  

During the 2022-23 academic year, RACC’s Sustainability Taskforce, in conjunction with 
RACC’s Environmental Club, prioritized education and outreach, growing a culture of 
sustainability awareness on campus through speaking events, films, readings, discussions, and 
partnering with the larger Reading/Berks County community.   

 
1. The College’s 2023-24 Recycling:  

 

2. Environmental Club Activities: Throughout the year the Environmental Club had 
clean-ups the 1st Saturday of every month and they hosted a movie The Great American 
Garbage Patch on March 21. The students participated in an Earth Day clean up in West 
Reading on April 21, 2024.  

3. 1st Sustainability Award Given: This year RACC’s Sustainability Taskforce created a 
Sustainability Award, which recognizes one student who goes above and beyond in their 
efforts to create and develop sustainability at RACC and beyond. It’s an award that 
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recognizes valuable leadership in environmental advocacy that our campus and global 
community greatly needs right now.  
This year, we gave Roxsonna Janiszewski the Sustainability Award.  This is what 
Stephanie Andersen read at the award’s ceremony:  
 
Robert Swan once said, “The greatest threat to our planet is the belief that someone else 
will save it.”  
 
Roxy is a person who understands that if she wants to see a change in the world, she must 
step up and create that change herself.  Indeed, that’s what she has done this year.  She 
attended monthly meetings, contributed ideas for engaging more students in the work of 
sustainability, and she was tireless in her efforts to plan and deliver an amazing 
Environmental Awareness Week.  She not only helped market the EAW events, she also 
gave a fantastic presentation on thrifting—how to best do it and why it’s important to the 
environment.  She even invited other students to get involved and participate in a thrifting 
fashion show. After her presentation, I decided I would try more thrifting myself.  
 
Just last week, Roxy volunteered several hours of her time at RACC’s table at Berks 
Earth Day in City Park.  Her willingness to give her time in order to support 
sustainability is admirable. Joey Flamm Costello, another member of the Sustainability 
Taskforce, said that she has really enjoyed watching Roxy commit to putting her interests 
and passion into action. Such fortitude is a rare and valuable characteristic. Like Joey, I 
have no doubt that Roxy will continue to be a leader in sustainability work as she leaves 
RACC for the next step in her academic and professional journey.  It is people like her 
who make me believe that we truly can succeed in making the next generation’s planet a 
healthy, livable, and prosperous place. As Peter Drucker once said, “The best way to 
predict the future is to create it.”   
 

4. RACC’s Visit to Alpek Polyester 
In preparation for an Environmental Awareness Week, which we hoped would bring 
RACC and the Berks community together in a collaborative way, a diverse group of 
RACC employees—faculty, staff, and administration—visited and toured Alpek 
Polyester, a Berks county recycling plant that focuses on PET, polyethylene 
terephthalate, the chemical name for the kind of clear, lightweight, and strong plastic 
used for products like soda bottles. The tour, which allowed us to observe the whole 
process by which Alpek gathers its plastics—from local recycling collectors—washes 
them, and recycles them into pellets that will exclusively be used in the making of the 
new product, was an engaging and enlightening one. Indeed, most of us left the facility 
with a better, and more affirmative, idea of how plastics, when completely and 
continuously recycled, can create a more sustainable, environmentally-friendly economy 
and community.   
 

5. Environmental Awareness Week 

RACC’s Sustainability Taskforce and the Environmental Club once again joined forces 
to celebrate RACC’s commitment to sustainability with a week-long Environmental 
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Awareness Celebration in the Spring 2023-2024 semester, 12 February to 15 February. 
We advertised the week’s events on the portal as well as drawing attention to the week’s 
focus with signs (10) placed around campus.  

 
Continuing our commitment to interdisciplinary and collaborative participation, the 
Taskforce asked each division to create activities that would highlight their disciplines’ 
unique relationship to, and engagement with, sustainability, particularly with upcycling, 
this year’s EAW theme. The majority of divisions participated by choosing one day 
during EAW, “manning” a booth in Berks lobby, and offering engaging and educative 
hands-on activities that evidenced their relationship with sustainability. The theme of 
upcycling was reinforced and expanded on by (i) Yocum library offering a film screening 
of Trash Trail, (ii) RACC students hosting a Sustainable Fashion Event and an upcycling 
project with hanging planters, (iii) a diverse group of RACC employees visiting and 
touring Alpek Polyester recycling plant and (iv) community leaders who are invested in 
sustainability sharing their knowledge through presentations from representatives from 
Berks Nature, Alpek Polyester, Reading Solid Waste, Reading Sustainability, Cougle’s 
Recycling, and the City of Reading.  

 
Focusing on the 2024 EAW theme of consumerism, day one of EAW featured a student-
led thrifted outfit competition. RACC students and staff were invited to submit images of 
their best thrifted ensembles. The winning submissions include that of Anisa Reinstrom 
and Sara Moyer. Alongside the competition, RACC student Roxsonna Janiszewski hosted 
a presentation on Sustainable Fashion Tips & Tricks. In her presentation, she reviewed 
thrifting pointers, strategies for extending the lifespan of clothing, and a local thrifting 
guide for Berks County.  

 

 
CAH’s Participation in EAW 
With the Communications, Arts, and Humanities division manning their table on 
Valentine’s Day, they merged the themes of love and sustainability through inviting 
students and staff to make upcycled bookmarks and Valentine’s cards. The majority of 
the materials—old magazines and books, previously used material and ribbons, scrabble 
tiles, etc.—used for these projects were donated and, thus, repurposed. Students and staff 
were also invited to submit online a poem or work of art that focused on consumerism or 
sustainability. In this way, students and staff created eco-friendly Valentine’s gifts for 
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friends and family, and entered raffles to win eco-friendly prizes. These activities 
generated informal but inspiring conversations throughout the day that focused on 
individual and institutional relationships to the environment, sustainability, and 
upcycling.  

 
 

The STEM division manned a table for Environmental Awareness Week where students 
could plant organic tomatoes, peppers and cucumbers to germinate at home.  Information 
on native pollinator plants, construction of a bug hotel and locally available farmers 
markets and produce was provided.  Students were also able to enter a raffle for 
gardening sets, garden gnomes and wildflower seeds.  

 

The SS/HS Division participated in EAW.  Jodi Greene had a student poster 
presentation and provided QR codes and postcard with information about how to contact 
government representatives about environmental issues.  There were other poster 
presentations related to the psychological impact of climate change.  Birdhouses were 
made out of coffee cans and students planted sugar peas to take home and grow. In 
addition to EAW, honors general psychology students presented posted on the 
psychological effects of climate change at curiosity and creativity days.  

 

 

 

 

The City of Reading’s Sustainability Manager and their Environmental Advisory 
Communications Committee came to RACC for Environmental Awareness Week. They 
tabled in Berks Main Lobby. 

The Environmental Club manned a table handing out water bottles, reusable bags, in 
those bags we also had recycle notebook, metal straw and biodegradable #2 pencils. We 
had conversations with individuals through the day about the club’s purpose and how we 
promote sustainability.  
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The Foundational Studies Division held its Environment Awareness Week event on 
2/14 in Berks Hall lobby from 9:00AM-2:45PM, along with the CAH Division and the 
Environmental Club. Winners were notified on Thursday, and prizes were 
delivered/picked up that afternoon and today.  

Tamie Dickson set up an "Estimation Station" with a non-uniform shaped jar, half-filled 
with various-sized buttons (to make it more of a challenge 
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local and regional attractions, DVD players, telescopes, digital cameras, binoculars, and even 
karaoke machines. The Yocum Library offers passes to the Tyler Arboretum, Hawk 
Mountain, the Brandywine Conservancy, Reading Science Center, and the Reading Public 
Museum which currently features a nature exhibit. 

Library staff worked with our café manager Kyle Murphy to provide sustainable snacks that 
would also be inclusive. He prepared the snacks from scratch, eliminating packaging, and 
provided compostable utensils and cups as well as reusable serving bowls. We used cloth 
tablecloths rather than disposable paper, and donated the remaining food to students. 

Library staff chose to advertise in digital format (the MyRACC portal with postings and 
event listings) to reduce the use of paper posters.  

 

Additional Environmental Awareness Week Events: 
 

Alpek Polyester EAW Visit to RACC: After RACC visited Alpek Polyester, we were thrilled 
to host them at RACC as part of Environmental Awareness Week.  Dayana Blandon and 
Rodrigo Castro Uribe offered a wonderful explanation and demonstration of their recycling 
process to a small audience. Students asked some thoughtful questions, and afterward, 
several stayed after the presentation to introduce themselves.  Not only did this presentation 
offer insight into just how sustainable recycling can be; it also demonstrated the way a circle 
economy is already underway right here in Berks County. It would be beneficial for RACC 
(by way of the Sustainability Taskforce) to continue to nurture our relationship with this 
company. They have sustainable business practices, can continue to do presentations at the 
College, and they may be a potential employer for our students, especially those who want to 
work in sustainability.  

 
Berks Nature visit: Melissa Acosta, Berks Nature’s community educator, visited RACC for 
Environmental Awareness Week.  Though her event was moved due to weather 
complications, she was able to give an articulate and engaging presentation on sustainability 
in Berks County, Berks Nature’s role in that, and how students can more actively engage in 
the work of sustainability in their own lives, as students, and throughout the larger 
community.  She expressed interest in returning to RACC for future presentations.  

 
Don’t Trash It--Discussion on trash and recycling with City of Reading Sustainability 
Manager, Solid Waste Manager, and representative from Cougle’s Recycling:  This 
panel was well attended, and students asked thoughtful questions about recycling, waste, and 
sustainability in Reading.  We learned that despite rumors that most items put in recycling 
bins are not actually recycled, the reality is much brighter. Recycling is a vital part of a 
circular economy, and in Berks County, recycling plants recycle most of what they take in. 
The reason for this is the commodification of so much of what can be recycled now.  
RACC’s relationship with the City of Reading is important for our students and our 
community alike, and this a relationship we should certainly continue to nurture.   

 
Environmental Awareness Week Portal Posts: (see below) 
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6. Berks County Earth Day in City Park, April 20, 2024: For the first time, RACC’s 

Sustainability Taskforce tabled at Berks County’s Earth Day celebration.  Three RACC 
students and two RACC faculty manned the table, asking passersby what role they 
believed RACC should play in creating and maintaining sustainability in Berks County.  
We gave away flyers about RACC’s Sustainability initiative as well as RACC tote bags 
and pens. We engaged with well over 50 people.  Some of the feedback we received were 
as follows:  

Waste less.  
Smile at everyone.  
No animal abuse.  
Recycle.  
Charge ports for electronic vehicles.  
More accessibility.  
More trees.  
Help with homeless.  
Offer courses in self-sufficiency (foraging, small farming, etc.) 
More community activities to help educate kids and residents.  
Plant trees.  
Go to the homeless and help them enroll in classes.  
Plant a native garden with edible plants.  
Solar energy.  
Recycling.  
Use bamboo toilet paper and paper towels.  
Use chemical-free products.  
Offer free community classes.  
Work with youth as much as possible.  
Educate people about littering.  
Do not throw trash, and be kind to the earth, please.  
Incorporate sustainability into curriculum.  
Recycle.  
More cleaners.  
More programs for homeless.  
End poverty.  
Plant a tree.  
More trash/recycling cans.  
More trash cans.  
Make a garden.  
Make a garden.  
Incorporate more ways to recycle on campus.  
Reuse water bottles.  
Incorporate sustainability into RACC’s overall mission statement.  
Be kind.  
I think we can help by rehabilitating animals.   
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Reading Area Community College’s Sustainability Goals for 2024-25 

1. Suggest the importance of including sustainability in the College’s Mission 
Statement/Strategic Plan.  

2. Table at Berks County Earth Day in City Park. Involve students.  
3. Facilitate opportunities for students and staff to work in and with the community on 

sustainability projects.  
4. Reimagine/revise Environmental Awareness Week with the following considerations:  

• Continue to work to engage online student community.  
• Work on more effective marketing for events on campus to bring larger groups in 

attendance.  
• Potentially change the date of the event to align more with Earth Day.  
• Host fewer events.  
• Consider making the event longer, spanning a whole month rather than a week.  

5. Facilitate at least one event in the fall semester that focuses on sustainability and 
empowers students. This could be: 

• An engaging and relevant speaker  
• A film/discussion or even  
• A book discussion 

6. Engage more students in the Sustainability Taskforce’s work.  
7. Continue to grow our online presence, offering more online/virtual opportunities for 

student engagement in sustainability.  
8. Evaluate solid waste removal on campus to determine two specific ways to decrease 

waste and/or increase legitimate recycling or repurposing methods.  (Tabled from last 
year) 

9. Evaluate energy use (and conservation) on campus to determine two ways to improve 
energy efficiency. (Tabled from last year) 

10. Define and describe a method of development a climate resiliency plan for RACC.  
(Tabled from last year) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


