MLA Works Cited
Books
The author’s name or a book with a single author's name appears in last name, first name format. The
basic form for a book citation is:
Last Name, First Name. Title of Book. City of Publication, Publisher, Publication Date.


Book with One Author

Gleick, James. Chaos: Making a New Science. Penguin, 1987.
Henley, Patricia. The Hummingbird House. MacMurray, 1999.


Book with More Than One Author

When a book has multiple authors, order the authors in the same way they are presented in the book.
The first given name appears in last name, first name format; subsequent author names appear in first
name last name format.
Gillespie, Paula, and Neal Lerner. The Allyn and Bacon Guide to Peer Tutoring. Allyn and Bacon, 2000.
If there are three or more authors, list only the first author followed by the phrase et al. (Latin for "and
others") in place of the subsequent authors' names. (Note that there is a period after “al” in “et al.” Also
note that there is never a period after the “et” in “et al.”).
Wysocki, Anne Frances, et al. Writing New Media: Theory and Applications for Expanding the Teaching
of Composition. Utah State UP, 2004.


Book by a Corporate Author or Organization

A corporate author may include a commission, a committee, a government agency, or a group that does
not identify individual members on the title page.
List the names of corporate authors in the place where an author’s name typically appears at the
beginning of the entry.
American Allergy Association. Allergies in Children. Random House, 1998.
When the author and publisher are the same, skip the author, and list the title first. Then, list the
corporate author only as the publisher.
Fair Housing—Fair Lending. Aspen Law & Business, 1985.


Book with No Author

List by title of the book. Incorporate these entries alphabetically just as you would with works that
include an author name. For example, the following entry might appear between entries of works
written by Dean, Shaun and Forsythe, Jonathan.
Encyclopedia of Indiana. Somerset, 1993.



A Subsequent Edition

Cite the book as you normally would, but add the number of the edition after the title.
Crowley, Sharon, and Debra Hawhee. Ancient Rhetorics for Contemporary Students. 3rd ed., Pearson,
2004.


A Work in an Anthology, Reference, or Collection

Works may include an essay in an edited collection or anthology, or a chapter of a book. The basic form
is for this sort of citation is as follows:
Last name, First name. "Title of Essay." Title of Collection, edited by Editor's Name(s), Publisher, Year,
Page range of entry.
Example:
Harris, Muriel. "Talk to Me: Engaging Reluctant Writers." A Tutor's Guide: Helping Writers One to One,
edited by Ben Rafoth, Heinemann, 2000, pp. 24-34.


Poem or Short Story Example:

Burns, Robert. "Red, Red Rose." 100 Best-Loved Poems, edited by Philip Smith, Dover, 1995, p. 26.
If the specific literary work is part of the author's own collection (all of the works have the same author),
then there will be no editor to reference:
Whitman, Walt. "I Sing the Body Electric." Selected Poems, Dover, 1991, pp. 12-19.

Electronic Sources


Citing an Entire Web Site

When using the URL, be sure to include the complete address for the site except for the https://.
Editor, author, or compiler name (if available). Name of Site. Version number, Name of
institution/organization affiliated with the site (sponsor or publisher), date of resource creation (if
available), URL, DOI or permalink. Date of access (if applicable).
The Purdue OWL Family of Sites. The Writing Lab and OWL at Purdue and Purdue U, 2008,
owl.english.purdue.edu/owl. Accessed 23 Apr. 2008.
Felluga, Dino. Guide to Literary and Critical Theory. Purdue U, 28 Nov. 2003,
www.cla.purdue.edu/english/theory/. Accessed 10 May 2006.


A Page on a Web Site

For an individual page on a Web site, list the author or alias if known, followed by an indication of the
specific page or article being referenced. Usually, the title of the page or article appears in a header at
the top of the page. Follow this with the information covered above for entire Web sites. If the publisher
is the same as the website name, only list it once.
“Athlete's Foot - Topic Overview.” WebMD, 25 Sept. 2014, www.webmd.com/skin-problems-andtreatments/tc/athletes-foot-topic-overview.
Lundman, Susan. “How to Make Vegetarian Chili.” eHow, www.ehow.com/how_10727_makevegetarian-chili.html. Accessed 6 July 2015.


An Article in a Web Magazine

Provide the author name, article name in quotation marks, title of the web magazine in italics, publisher
name, publication date, URL, and the date of access.
Bernstein, Mark. “10 Tips on Writing the Living Web.” A List Apart: For People Who Make Websites, 16
Aug. 2002, alistapart.com/article/writeliving. Accessed 4 May 2009.


An Article in an Online Scholarly Journal

For all online scholarly journals, provide the author(s) name(s), the name of the article in quotation
marks, the title of the publication in italics, all volume and issue numbers, and the year of publication.
Include a URL, DOI, or permalink to help readers locate the source.
MLA requires a page range for articles that appear in Scholarly Journals. If the journal you are citing
appears exclusively in an online format that does not make use of page numbers, indicate the URL.
Dolby, Nadine. “Research in Youth Culture and Policy: Current Conditions and Future Directions.” Social
Work and Society: The International Online-Only Journal, vol. 6, no. 2, 2008,
www.socwork.net/sws/article/view/60/362. Accessed 20 May 2009.



An Article from an Online Database (or Other Electronic Subscription Service)

Cite online databases (e.g. LexisNexis, ProQuest, JSTOR, ScienceDirect) and other subscription services
as containers. Thus, provide the title of the database italicized before the DOI or URL. If a DOI is not
provided, use the URL instead. Provide the date of access if you wish.
Alonso, Alvaro, and Julio A. Camargo. “Toxicity of Nitrite to Three Species of Freshwater
Invertebrates.” Environmental Toxicology, vol. 21, no. 1, 3 Feb. 2006, pp. 90-94. Wiley Online Library,
doi:10.1002/tox.20155.
Langhamer, Claire. “Love and Courtship in Mid-Twentieth-Century England.” Historical Journal, vol. 50,
no. 1, 2007, pp. 173-96. ProQuest, doi:10.1017/S0018246X06005966. Accessed 27 May 2009.


E-mail (including E-mail Interviews)

Give the author of the message, followed by the subject line in quotation marks. State to whom the
message was sent with the phrase, “Received by” and the recipient’s name. Include the date the
message was sent.
Kunka, Andrew. “Re: Modernist Literature.” Received by John Watts, 15 Nov. 2000.
Neyhart, David. “Re: Online Tutoring.” Received by Joe Barbato, 1 Dec. 2016.


A YouTube Video

If the author’s name is the same as the uploader, only cite the author once. If the author is different
from the uploader, cite the author’s name before the title.
“8 Hot Dog Gadgets put to the Test.” YouTube, uploaded by Crazy Russian Hacker, 6 June 2016,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WBlpjSEtELs.
McGonigal, Jane. “Gaming and Productivity.” YouTube, uploaded by Big Think, 3 July 2012,
www.youtube.com/watch?v=mkdzy9bWW3E.


Personal Interviews

Personal interviews refer to those interviews that you conduct yourself. List the interview by the name
of the interviewee. Include the descriptor Personal interview and the date of the interview.
Smith, Jane. Personal interview. 19 May 2014.


A Song or Album

Spotify
Rae Morris. “Skin.” Cold, Atlantic Records, 2014. Spotify,
open.spotify.com/track/0OPES3Tw5r86O6fudK8gxi.
Online Album
Beyoncé. “Pray You Catch Me.” Lemonade, Parkwood Entertainment, 2016,
www.beyonce.com/album/lemonade-visual-album/.

CD
Nirvana. "Smells Like Teen Spirit." Nevermind, Geffen, 1991.


Films or Movies

List films by their title. Include the name of the director, the film studio or distributor, and the release
year. If relevant, list performer names after the director's name.
Speed Racer. Directed by Lana Wachowski and Lilly Wachowski, performances by Emile Hirsch, Nicholas
Elia, Susan Sarandon, Ariel Winter, and John Goodman, Warner Brothers, 2008.
To emphasize specific performers or directors, begin the citation with the name of the desired
performer or director, followed by the appropriate title for that person.
Lucas, George, director. Star Wars Episode IV: A New Hope. Twentieth Century Fox, 1977.


Television Shows

Recorded Television Episodes
Cite recorded television episodes like films. Begin with the episode name in quotation marks. Follow
with the series name in italics. When the title of the collection of recordings is different than the original
series (e.g., the show Friends is in DVD release under the title Friends: The Complete Sixth Season), list
the title that would help researchers to locate the recording. Give the distributor name followed by the
date of distribution.
"The One Where Chandler Can't Cry." Friends: The Complete Sixth Season, written by Andrew Reich and
Ted Cohen, directed by Kevin Bright, Warner Brothers, 2004.
Netflix, Hulu, Google Play
Generally, when citing a specific episode, follow the format below.
“94 Meetings.” Parks and Recreation, season 2, episode 21, NBC, 29 Apr.
2010. Netflix,www.netflix.com/watch/70152031.
An Entire TV Series
When citing the entire series of a TV show, use the following format.
Daniels, Greg and Michael Schur, creators. Parks and Recreation. Deedle-Dee Productions and Universal
Media Studios, 2015.

