MLA In-Text Citations
MLA format follows the author-page method of in-text citation. This means that the author's last name
and the page number(s) from which the quotation or paraphrase is taken must appear in the text, and a
complete reference should appear on your Works Cited page. The author's name may appear either in
the sentence itself or in parentheses following the quotation or paraphrase, but the page number(s)
should always appear in the parentheses, not in the text of your sentence. For example:
Wordsworth stated that Romantic poetry was marked by a "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings"
(263).
Romantic poetry is characterized by the "spontaneous overflow of powerful feelings" (Wordsworth 263).
Wordsworth extensively explored the role of emotion in the creative process (263).


In-text citations for print sources with known author

For Print sources like books, magazines, scholarly journal articles, and newspapers, provide a signal word
or phrase (usually the author’s last name) and a page number. If you provide the signal word/phrase in
the sentence, you do not need to include it in the parenthetical citation.
Human beings have been described by Kenneth Burke as "symbol-using animals" (3).
Human beings have been described as "symbol-using animals" (Burke 3).
These examples must correspond to an entry that begins with Burke, which will be the first thing that
appears on the left-hand margin of an entry in the Works Cited:
Burke, Kenneth. Language as Symbolic Action: Essays on Life, Literature, and Method. Berkeley: U of
California P, 1966.


In-text citations for print sources by a corporate author

When a source has a corporate author, it is acceptable to use the name of the corporation followed by
the page number for the in-text citation. You should also use abbreviations (e.g., nat'l for national)
where appropriate, so as to avoid interrupting the flow of reading with overly long parenthetical
citations.


In-text citations for print sources with no known author

When a source has no known author, use a shortened title of the work instead of an author name. Place
the title in quotation marks if it's a short work (such as an article) or italicize it if it's a longer work (e.g.
plays, books, television shows, entire Web sites) and provide a page number if it is available.
We see so many global warming hotspots in North America likely because this region has "more readily
accessible climatic data and more comprehensive programs to monitor and study environmental change
. . ." ("Impact of Global Warming").
"The Impact of Global Warming in North America." Global Warming: Early Signs. 1999.
www.climatehotmap.org/. Accessed 23 Mar. 2009.



Author-page citation for classic and literary works with multiple editions

Page numbers are always required, but additional citation information can help literary scholars, who
may have a different edition of a classic work like Marx and Engels's The Communist Manifesto. In such
cases, give the page number of your edition (making sure the edition is listed in your Works Cited page,
of course) followed by a semicolon, and then the appropriate abbreviations for volume (vol.), book (bk.),
part (pt.), chapter (ch.), section (sec.), or paragraph (par.). For example:
Marx and Engels described human history as marked by class struggles (79; ch. 1).


Author-page citation for works in an anthology, periodical, or collection

When you cite a work that appears inside a larger source (like, for instance, an article in a periodical or
an essay in a collection), cite the author of the internal source (i.e., the article or essay). For example, to
cite Albert Einstein's article "A Brief Outline of the Theory of Relativity," which was published
in Nature in 1921, you might write something like this:
Relativity's theoretical foundations can be traced to earlier work by Faraday and Maxwell (Einstein 782).
See also our page on documenting periodicals in the Works Cited.


Citing a work by multiple authors

For a source with two authors, list the authors’ last names in the text or in the parenthetical citation:
Best and Marcus argue that one should read a text for what it says on its surface, rather than looking for
some hidden meaning (9).
The authors claim that surface reading looks at what is “evident, perceptible, apprehensible in texts”
(Best and Marcus 9).
For a source with three or more authors, list only the first author’s last name, and replace the additional
names with et al.
According to Franck et al., “Current agricultural policies in the U.S. are contributing to the poor health of
Americans” (327).
The authors claim that one cause of obesity in the United States is government-funded farm subsidies
(Franck et al. 327).


Citing multiple works by the same author

If you cite more than one work by a particular author, include a shortened title for the particular work
from which you are quoting to distinguish it from the others. Put short titles of books in italics and short
titles of articles in quotation marks.
Citing two articles by the same author:
Lightenor has argued that computers are not useful tools for small children ("Too Soon" 38), though he
has acknowledged elsewhere that early exposure to computer games does lead to better small motor
skill development in a child's second and third year ("Hand-Eye Development" 17).

Citing two books by the same author:
Murray states that writing is "a process" that "varies with our thinking style" (Write to Learn 6).
Additionally, Murray argues that the purpose of writing is to "carry ideas and information from the mind
of one person into the mind of another" (A Writer Teaches Writing 3).
Additionally, if the author's name is not mentioned in the sentence, format your citation with the
author's name followed by a comma, followed by a shortened title of the work, followed, when
appropriate, by page numbers:
Visual studies, because it is such a new discipline, may be "too easy" (Elkins, "Visual Studies" 63).


Citing indirect sources

Sometimes you may have to use an indirect source. An indirect source is a source cited in another
source. For such indirect quotations, use "qtd. in" to indicate the source you actually consulted. For
example:
Ravitch argues that high schools are pressured to act as "social service centers, and they don't do that
well" (qtd. in Weisman 259).
Note that, in most cases, a responsible researcher will attempt to find the original source, rather than
citing an indirect source.


Citing non-print or sources from the Internet

Sometimes writers are confused with how to craft parenthetical citations for electronic sources because
of the absence of page numbers, but often, these sorts of entries do not require a page number in the
parenthetical citation. For electronic and Internet sources, follow the following guidelines:


Include in the text the first item that appears in the Work Cited entry that corresponds to the
citation (e.g. author name, article name, website name, film name).



You do not need to give paragraph numbers or page numbers based on your Web browser’s
print preview function.



Unless you must list the Web site name in the signal phrase in order to get the reader to the
appropriate entry, do not include URLs in-text. Only provide partial URLs such as when the name
of the site includes, for example, a domain name, like CNN.com or Forbes.com as opposed to
writing out http://www.cnn.com or http://www.forbes.com.

